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they were of this temper now.1 Nevertheless,
they valued highly their ancient institutions and
held in high esteem the honor of their royal titles.
The priesthood must always be a conservative
force in any community, and the Babylonian priest-
hood in charge of the worship of Marduk, and so
invested with the power of making kings, who
must take hold of the hands of the god, main-
tained with enthusiasm the ancient customs. At
this time they found less of sympathy among the
Chaldeans, Aramaeans and Elaruites than among
the Assyrians. Tiglathpileser III had so greatly
valued the priests and the honors which they had
to bestow that he twice visited Babylon in order to
take the hands of the god and be proclaimed king,
and Shalnianeser TV had even more than followed
his example. Sargon might well be expected to
have similar ideas and hopes. To him, therefore,
the Babylonian priesthood and all the other
wealthy classes which had lost home or possessions
looked as a possible deliverer from the barbarous
Chaldeans and Elamites.

Sargon was therefore doubly prepared for an
attack on Merodach-baladan. He had made his
own empire so strong and safe that he might leave
it without fear, and he was certain of a friendly re-
ception from the Babylonians, His plan was first
to conquer the allies of Merodach-baladan and
then to strike the defenseless Chaldean himself.
An army was sent southward to overcome the

1 Winckler, Die KeilMJmfttexte Sargwfe, i, p. xxxil